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4 1 Xx. 12. Be of _ courage, ah let us play the men 
4 our people, and for the cities of our Gd, and the Lord 
do that auch ſeemeth him good. n 


1 R ſince Satan deceived man, and poiſoned 
his nature by fin, man became an enemy to 
man, and the greateſt enemy to himſelf. If 

we trace to their true ſource, all the commotions which 
have ſtimulated men to butcher one another, we will 
find it to be the corruption of the heart; From 
« whence: come wars and fightings among you? 
< come they not hence, even of your own luſts * ?“ 
Ambition, avarice, and their native attendants, cru- 
elty and violence, ſpring from our depraved nature. 


If we conſult the hiſtories of nations, the greater 


parts, of them are taken up with their wars, and pre- 
parations for war: and if the lives of eminent men 


are recorded, it is to inform us, how they ſhone in 


the cabinet or fie d; and how famous, either for 
enſlaving, or defending their country. If this be true, 
as undoubtedly it is, it is the part of every man to 
conſider, how he would conduct himſelf, as a friend 
to religion and liberty, ſhould the Lord come terribly 
to ſhake the earth. A great number of you are not 
acquainted with the hiſtories of nations, except what 


you read in your Bibles; and happy would it be for 


men, if they would carefully peruſe the ſcriptures, 
which inform us, how we ought to demean ourſelves 


both in war and peace. We are met this day upon a 
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particular occaſion ; and, I humbly ſuppoſe, that the 


text will be cqually acceptable to thoſe who are friends 
to God, and to thoſe who have the "How of their“ coun- 
try at heart. 

The beſt men, though Row of peace, and livers 
of their country, have, by the fraud and violence 
of others, been compelled to take up arms, and 
generally ſuch ihew tile greateſt valour : For the beſt 
friends, next to God, a man can have in the heat of 
battle, are a good cauſe and a good conſcience : This 


was David's caſe here, he was drawn into a war which 


he neither defared nor expected. 
In this chapter, we are informed of the occaſion 


of the war, the preparations made for it, and the e- 
vent of it. The occaſion was this, Hanun had ſuc- 


ceeded his father as _ of the Ammonites; David, 
having a grateful heart for favours formerly received 
from the young king's father, when he was baniſhed 


from Judea, ſent ambaſladors to comfort him, and to 


enter into a league of amity with him : Hanun, .ad- 
viſed by his miniſters, treated them as ſpies. Many 
times evil miniſters have plunged their maſters into 
ſhameful wars, in which they have loſt much treaſure 
and many ſubjects, as in this war, and in Rehoboam's 
caſe. What could be more kind than David's meſ- 
fage, and fee how it is miſ-interpreted ? Theſe cour- 
tiers could difſemble to ſerve a turn, and they weigh 
David in their own ſcales. Nothing is ſo well meant, 
but malice will miſrepreſent it. They ſhaved off the 

< one half of their beards, and cut off their garments 

C in the middle even to their buttocks, and ſent them 
„away. Ihe action, perhaps, was ſcarcely done, 

when they ſaw their folly; or, were advifed by ſame 

wiſer perſon, that they had violated the law of nature 

and nations, in thus treating ambaſſadors, and, there- 

fore, might expe& David's keeneſt reſentment. But 

inſtead of begging David's pardon, which, probably, 

might have healed the breach, they perfevered in 

their wickedneſs, and hired others to help them; 

and, 

Verſe 4. 
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from them as poſſible. 


EF) 
and, with a reinforcement of thirty three. thouſand 
mercenaries, prepared for battle. 
When David heard of their preparations, he ſen 
Joab with a great army to attack them; like a 
wiſe king, carrying the war into the heart of the 
enemies country j for every good prince, in love to 


his people, ſhould keep the war at as great a diſtance 
The Ammonites divided their forces, and drew up 
ſome in the rear, and ſome in the front of David's ar- 
my; Joab, therefore, having obſerved their motions 
did the ſame, for it is lawful to be taught by an enemy; 
and, having committed the one part to Abifhai, he 
commanded the other himſelf, and oppoſed the ſtrong- 
eft ; for commanders, who take the moſt difficult ſta- 
tion, may expect the more cheerful obedience from 
others: And, ſuppoſing the worſt, that one ſhould be 
beaten, the other was to aſſiſt: His charge was ſhort, 
but pertinent: In the 11th verſe he ſpake to his bro- 


ther Abiſhai, And he ſaid, If the Syrians be too 


cc ſtrong for thee, then thou ſhalt help me; but if the 


* children of Ammon be too {trong for thee, then I 
will come and help thee.” And, having concerted 


meaſures with his brother for conducting the battle; 
in my text, he ſpeaks to all; Be of good courage, 
and let us play the men for our people, and for the 
& cities of our God; and the Lord do that which 
„ ſeemeth him good.“ Be of good courage. Great 
dangers animate courageous men; where courage is 

wanting, fears ſucceed, which breed contuſion. Let 
us play the men; not for pay and preferment, not for 
honour and fa ne; but for our people, and the cities of 
our God, for the public ſafety and welfare, in which 
the glory of God is much intereſted. God and our 
country is the word. Let us be valiant from a principle 
of love to Iſrael, who are our people, deſcended from 
the ſame ſtock; for whom we are employed, and, in 
whoſe peace we ſhall have peace: And from a prin- 
ciple of love to God, in the defence of whoſe cities 
we fight. That ſhould be precious to us, which ſtands 
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in any relation to God, and for it we ought to do what 


lies in our power. Joab then piouſly leaves the iſſue 


to God: When we have done our part, according to 
the duty of our place, let the Lord do that which ſcem- 
eth him good. Let nothing be wanting in us, whatever 


the ſucceſs be. Let God's work be done by us; and 
then God's will be done concerning us. When we 
conſcientiouſly ſtudy to do our duty, we may, with 
the greateſt ſatisfation, leave the event to God; not 
thinking that our valour binds him to proſper us, but 


that ſtill he may do as he pleaſes, yet hoping for his 
ſalvation in his own way and time. This animating. 
ſpeech was delivered by a brave officer to brave men: 
Joab the general had been promoted to this honourable 


poſt for his perſonal valour. And David ſaid, who- 


„ ſoever ſmiteth the Jebuſites firſt, ſhall be chief and 
c captain; fo Joab the fon of Zeruiah went firſt up, 
« and, was chief “.“ The lieutenant-general was a 
valiant man, who, with only a ſpear ſlew three hundred 


men f. And, through the bleſſing of God, this ſpeech 


opcrated ſo powertully, that they beat ate enemies; 
who, returning a ſecond time, with a new reinforce= 
ment, were totally defeated with the loſs of 47,000 men, 


and Shobach their commander. Such a ſpeech, when 


liberty and religion are in danger, is ſufficient to fire 


the breait of any one, who has the leaſt degree of love 


either for God or man. 
This text, my brethren, I have baton; with a par- 


ticular deſign, for the Independent Company in this 


place, ſuitable to the motto upon their colours? ; 


Pro arts et focis: It is for our altars and hearths 
we reſolve to tight; for our civil and religious privi- 


leges. And, ſuitable to the motto of the ſtandard of 


another company who have honoured us with theif 
preſence this day; Ne guid detrimenti 1 "That the ſtate. 


may 
* 1 xi. 6. F 8 xxiii. 18. 


1 The ſtandard of the Trough Younlteers and. Liſoavein Inde- 


pendent Rangers is, the Romag Eagle, and this motto, Pro ari. 


et focis. 
Tue Monaghan Rangers ; ; Ne guid deiriments, 
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may receive no damage. May we never be divided 
more in intereſt and affection than the mottos of our 
diſterent ſtandards; and that will be found to be little, 
if any thing at all. And I may only call to your re- 
membrance the end of your aſſociation. You had the 
forming of your declaration yourſelves, uninfluenced 

any, in which are the following words: We 
ec have reſolved to aſſociate ourſelves into an Inde- 
* pendent Company; to defend ourſelves from our 


4 natural enemies; to evidence our loyalty to his Ma- 


c jeſty King George, and our attachment to our coil 
& conſtitution, founded upon Revolution principles; 

c for the eſtabliſhing of which our fore fathers tought 
4 and bled; and which, at this time, require the exer- 
cc tion of every real friend of our civil and ſacred pri- 
„ vileges.” And I ſhould be ſorry, extremely ſorry, 
i any caſualty, ſelf-intereſt, pride or paſſion, ſhould 


ever divert us from this noble end. I ſhall compendize 


the text in the following' propoſition. 


DoeTring. That as we ſhould courageouſly exert 

_ ourſelves in defence of liberty, property, and re- 

ligion ; ſo, when we have done all that men can 
do, we mult leave the iſſue to God. 


The method, by which, through God's aſſiſtance, 

we ſhall illuſtrate this text and doctrine ſhall be ; 

I. Speak to the noble object propoſed ; “ For our 
% people, and the cities of our God.“ | 

II. Speak to the duty required; “ Be of good cou- 

rage, and let us play the men.“ 

III. Shew, that when we have done all that men 
can do, we muſt leave the ifſue to God; © And 
let the Lord do that which feemeth him good.“ 


IV. Laſtly, conclude with ſome improvement ſuitable 


bs the occaſion. 


I. We return to the firſt head, which is to ſpeak 
to the noble object propoſed. © For our people, and 
4 the cities of our God.“ I ſpeak to this firſt, tho 

B not 
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not the firſt part of the text, becauſe our courage 
will be proportionable to the eſtimation which we 
have of them. | 

1. For our people, that is, for our civil rights : : 
We ſhould exert our courage, whenever fraud or vio- 
lence encroach upon them. Every man has a natural 
right to his liberty and property, unleſs by his wicked 
life, he forfeit them. All are born free men of their 
country; for no one has fetters on his legs, or man- 
acles on his hand, when he comes in to the world, as 
it nature had deſigned him for a ſlave to others: The 
father, who begat him ; the mother, who bore him, 
ought not to deſtroy him; nor have any, (be their 
{tation ever ſo exalted) a right to maim him or tor- 
ment him , nor ought any afterwards to rob any of the 
ſons or daughters of men, after they are grown up, 
of their character, chaſtity, or poſſeſſion, to which 
they have a right by their deſcent, or may have ac- 
quired it, by the powers of their body, or talents of 
their mind; or of what has been conferred upon them 
by the gift or laſt will of others : But as men in their 
corrupt itate, being often ruled By ambition, Juſt, co- 
vetouineſs, and revenge, are prone to encroach upon 
the rights of others; all nations, therefore, ſavage, 
as well as civilized, have found it neceflary to eſta- 


bliſh civil government, for the defence of perſon and 


property; which they have formed, as they deemed 
moſt proper, for ſuch a valuable end. The moſt com- 
mon forms of government are the three following: 
Democracy, or a popular government, ſuch as was 
once at Athens; and as they now endeavour to eſta- 
bliſh in America: Ari/tocracy, where a few of the 
more noble, or wiſe, have the power of governing ; 
ſuch as ſometimes prevailed at Rome, when the Pa- 
tricians tyrannized over the Plebeians. And a Mo- 
narch, as amongſt the Aſſyrians, Medes, and Perſians, 
where the kings ruled in an arbitrary manner. Our 
government is a limited monarchy, made up of the 
three farmentioned kinds of government; where the 
Commons 
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Commons in parliament repreſent the people, the houſe 
of Lords their own families, and the King is the mo- 
natchy ; and no one branch of this legiſlature can e- 
ſtabliſh a law, binding upon all, until the confent of 
the other two be obtained. This is the government, 
which, by the virtue and many ſtruggles of our anceſ- 
tors, has been eſtabliſhed among us; and it would 
conduce to our happineſs, if each would be confined 
to its own place, fo as that the prerogative of the 
crown might not ſwallow up the rights of the people; 
or the people encroach on the juſt and acknowledged 


rights of the crown: I fay, our forefathers eſtabliſhed 


this kind of government; and kings, by our own con- 


ſent, have been raiſed to that honourable ſtation + For 
as no man is born with fetters on his legs, fo no man 


is born with a crown on his head, or a ſword in his 
hand, as if nature had, deſigned him to be a ruler, 
whether the people would or not. Thus, in the in- 
ſtances of the two firſt kings of Judah and Iſrael, 
Saul and David, although both were extraordinarily 
called, and anointed by God ; yet they did not enter 
upon the public execution -of their office, until the 
conſent of the people was obtained ; and, by a lot in 


the firſt inſtance, and by feats of war in the ſecond, 


both are recommended unto, and cheerfully received 
by the people. Although gentlemen and noblemen 
be born heirs to their fathers inheritance, they are not, 
therefore, born heirs to the civil offices which their 
tathers bore; and into which, if they enjoy them, they 
muſt be ſworn, to give the ſtate the moſt ſolemn aſſur- 
ance, that they will execute that office for its good; 
and muſt not, ought not (without being called to ac- 


count here or hereafter) ſquander away, or ſell the 


rights of the people, as they may their paternal eſtate. 

In like manner, kings ſons ought to ſucceed to what- 

ever real or perſonal property their fathers en- 

joyed ; but although they may-obtain their father's 

crown, yet not in the ſame manner, for this is the 

gift of the people: The very ceremony of ages 
| an 


1 
and the oaths taken to rule according to law, import 
this, if they import any thing at all. This to many 
may appear a ſtrange doctrine, at firſt view, becauſe 
a {ubjea ſeldom introduced into the pulpit ; yet it is 
a fate doctrine; for, on the one hand, it debars a few 
diſcontented people from imagining that they have a 
right to dethrone a king, whilſt he obſerves his coro- 
nation-oath : And, on the other hand, it ſhews, that 


kings ſhould exert their authority, for the good of 


the ſubjects; and that good and wholeſome laws, and 
not their own will, ſhould be the rule of their con- 
duct. And, in theſe Ifles, although we know the 
apparent heir to the crown, it is becauſe our repre- 
ſentatives have ſettled the crown on the family, being 
Proteſtants ; and God grant, that they may long en- 
joy it, for the glory of God, and the good of them- 
ſelves, and their ſubjects. For thoſe kings, whoſe 
vanity being puffed up by ſycophants, imagined, that 


. crowns are hereditary, and that their own will ſhould 


be a law, and that they were accountable to none but 
God for that conduct, have cften ruined both them- 
ſelves and their ſubjects. If one king (Charles I.) 


thought that he might rule without law, or parliament; 


or, when he called one, infringe its privileges, he 
brought ſuch a commotion as buried himſelf, and thou - 
ſands in the ruins. And if another king, (James II.) 
by his diſpenſing power, would tear up the fences a- 
bout our religion and property, he is ſwept away him- 
felt by the deluge. The affections of the people, and 
the broad baſis of the conſtitution, under God, is the 
ſafeſt, and ſureſt ground, to found the king's autho- 
rity upon ; and then, whoever offers violence to the 


| Lord's anointed, myſt be a traitor, and ſtab him 


through the vitals of the conſtitution. 

It Kings have only what is called hereditary (which 
ſome have termed indefeaſible) right to found their 
title upon, they may ſport away the rights of the peo- 
ple, like their own private property ; and if any dar- 
ing pretender ſtep forth, the nation is drenched in 
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blood: But, under God, having it founded on the 
laws of: the lang... be 1s te... I LIT 

Well, my friends, we have a king choſen by our 
own conſent, who came to the throne with the love 
of the people ; let, not, treaſonable thoughts ariſe in 
your minds, for every {light error, and overfight in 
government. A man, who has ten ſons, cannot re- 


ſtrain all from committing ſome indecency ; and it 


would be cruel to charge the old man, with all their 
irregularities. and, when the King has thouſands un- 
der him in office, evils may creep in, which he does 
not know, and cannot reſtrain :, And if he act in vir» 
tue of acts of parliament, the promoters of Ach acts 


are culpable ; for in the multitude of counſellors there 


ſhould be ſafety. If any think, that the firſt -part of 
this leads to democracy, and the latter part to paſlive 
obedience, it is becauſe they have not attended unto, 
or underſtood the ſubject. 7 
That any human government will be abſolutely per- 
fect, in our imperfect ſtate, is rather deſirable than 


attainable: New vices, or old vices under new forms, 


will ariſe, to repreſs which new laws ought to be made; 
and men act, indeed, like reaſonable creatures, if 
they alter, reverſe, or amend whatever they ſee to 
be amifs, in their form of government; for it is the 
utmoſt ſtupidity to imagine, that vices or errors be- 
come better becauſe of their age. | 

Yet, Idare fay, our own conſtitution, with all its 
imperfections, is the beſt in the world: There are 
ſome excellent corner- ſtones in it, that we ſhould not 
tamely permit any power on earth to deſtroy, elſe this 
beautiful fabric will fall to the ground. Under no 
one government, is a man's perſon or property more 
ſecure : If any attempt is made on our perſon, cha- 
racer, or property, there are good laws:for our re- 
dreſs :. If any man is impriſoned by the malice of a 
petty magiſtrate, who retuſes him a trial, there is A 
way to transfer it to another court; where the per- 


ſon may be acquited, as was once the caſe with a re- 
ſpectable 
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ſpectable member in this congregation. The trial by 
jury is another blefling, that no man can be con- 
demned, until he is caſt by the majority of one jury, 
and the unanimous verdict of another, who maſt hear 
the cauſe in open court, and to whom he may object, 
before they ſwear: So that no man can be tried by a 


packed jury; for if the criminal is afraid of that, he 


may caſt twenty peremptorily, and as many more as 
he can ſhew cauſe. Our property is  fecure ; repreſen- 


tation and taxation go together: Taxes are paid by 


our own conſent, and for our own good ; for we 
give ſo much of our property, to get the reſt ſecured. 
Tneſe gfe privileges which we enjoy, under our own 
goverifnent ; for which when we fight, we fight for 
our people, and of which we might be "deprived, thould 
France and Spain land their weder and ſtop the due 
execution of the laws. 

2. The other part of the object for which we ought to 
contend is religion, which I bring under that claute, 
For the cities of our God. This might refer to the cities 
where the prieſts lived, and where they met to ſerve 
God; or, they being God's covenanted people, to 
whom he had laid, „Iwill be your God, and ye ſhall 
e be my people.” Joab hereby informed them, that 
it was for the glory of God, as well as for their own 
good, they were to fight. We would conſider reli- 
gion, as the greateſt bleſſing we enjoy in this world, 
becauſe in religion, God the chiefeſt good 1s enjoyed. 
We ſhould be concerned about the principles of reli- 
gion, the practice of religion, and the Jafety or ſecurity 
of religion. 

9 The principles of religion are contained in the 
Bible; the Bible, the Bible only, is the religion of 
Proteſtants: There we are informed of man's fall by 
fin, and of his recovery by Chriſt Jeſus ; that the will 
of God is rule and his Spirit our guide: The way 
whereby we have a right to, and a fitneſs for that life 
and immortality which are brought to light by the 
everlaſting golpel, 1 is clearly ſet before us. Here, 

in 
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in this ſacred book, we have more knowledge than e- 
ver all the Heathens, by the utmoſt exertion of rea- 
ſon, could obtain; ſuch as theſe truths, the origin of 
moral evil, or how fin entered into the world; the 
ſummum bonum or chief good; the way of reconcilia- 
tion through. Jeſus, and the nature and certainty of 
future rewards and puniſhments, about which they 
groſly erred: And ought we not to oppoſe any who 
might deprive us of this ſacred treaſure.? _ 8 
(2.) We ſhould be concerned about the practice 
of religion. The principles of religion, naturally lead 
to the practice of piety. We ſhould not only ob- 
ſerve ſecret, but alſo public worſhip. This is a privi- 
lege, which we enjoy, and of which we might be de- 5 
prived, ſhould our allied enemies prevail; they might 
do as the Babylonians did in the land of Judea, burn up 
all the ſynagogues of God in the land: And therefore, 
(3.) The ſafety and ſecurity of religion ſhould be 
preferred to our very. lives. And when France and 
Spain have combined their counſels and arms againft 
us, we in theſe lands, and indeed. all Proteſtants, of 
whatever denomination, ſhould unite together againſt 
the common toe. France has often endeavoured to 
deſtroy us; and, although celebrated as a civilized na- 
tion, there have been recent, as well as ancient in- 
ſtances of their cruelty towards the Proteſtants. Spain 
is an inveterate enemy to the Proteſtant religion; there 
the horrors of an inquiſition have prevented the Re- 
formation from ever taking place; and whilſt they are, 
and continue to be, limbs of Antichriſt's Kingdom, 
ſubject to his yoke, I would ſay of them as a Trojan 
ſaid of the Grecian horſe, I would ſuſpect them, e- 
ven when they bring preſents:“ For Papiſts, as ſuch, 
muſt be enemies to the Proteſtant intereſt “. 


* It is a ſtrange thing, that the adherents of the Pope are ſo 
much diſpleaſed with the term, Papiſts . a term derived from the 
Latin name oi the Pope. If the pripciples of Popery are falſe (as 


undoubtedly they are) let them renounce them, and we will — ge 
| Ex | their 
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But have I been ſo unpopular; in this enlightened and 
catholic age as to mention Papiſts: I have; but 
that I may not be miſ-underitood, I ſhall ſpeak of 


| them, as God has made them, and as the Pope has un- 


made them. © 1 3 | 
A, God has made them. They are men, the human 
ſpecies, defcended from the fame common ſtock ; and 
therefore ſhould not be deprived of their liberty or. 
property, to which as men they have a natural right ; 
and we ſhould do all the kind offices to them, which, 
are conſiſtent with our religion, and a good con- 
fcience : Nor ſhould we break any lawful contracts 
which we have made with them. Although Joſhua 
was forbidden to make any league with the Canaan- 
ites, yet when he, not knowing the Gibeonites to be 
fuch, entered into a league of amity with them, he 
would not, in compliance with the princes, cut them 
off: And when Saul, from the oP hr: of diſtem- 
pered zeal, long after, flew ſome of them ; this raſh 
action brought a three year's famine upon the land, 
and ſeven of Saul's ſons muſt be hanged up to avert 
the judgment. Let not any one, therefore, imagine, 
that we are to treat them with rigour, or injuſtice, 
becauſe they are Papiſts ; for this would be to pro- 
ſtitute religion to the worlt of purpoſes, and to uſe 

Chriſt's banner to fight the devils battles. | 
But if we conſider them as the Pope has unmade 
them, they are idolaters ; and as ſuch their principles 
and practices are oppolite to the Proteitant intereſt. 
Why, ſays one, Have not the Catholics in Ireland 
fworn allegiance to his Majeſty King George ? would 
| | | vou 


their name. How inhabitants of Ireland can be called Romans, 
I leave the worid to judge. How they can be called Catholics, 
in an excluſie ſenſe, when their principles, or the Pope's power, 
Never were univerſal, is indeed a myltery. I hope no Proteſtant 
will be offended, becauſe I ſometimes have called them Catholics; 
it was only to vary the phraſe, and that the diſagrecable term, 
Papiſts, might not be ſo often repeated before fo polite an au -· 
tence. 
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vou inſinuate, that they would all break their oaths? 
— God torbid, that I ſhould judge their hearts; this 
is God's prerogative, which no man ſhould invade ; it 
is only of principles and practices publickly acknow- 
ledged, that I ſhall ſpeak. There have been men of 
that perſuaſion, who were true to their' king ; and 
what has been, may. be again. The Earls of Antrim, 
Clanricard, and others, were fo in the laſt century; 
but what could they do againſt the prevailing multi- 
tude ? However well diſpoſed the Earl of Clanricard 
was to ſerve this kingdom, the Pope's legate, at a 
public convention, rendered his attempts abortive. I 
do believe, that the Catholic gentlemen of property 
and penetration, have taken the oaths with a deſign to 
keep them ; but has one of fifty, or, perhaps, of five 
hundred in the kingdam, taken them? And would 
any Proteſtant be fo confident, as to pledge himſelf 
for their loyalty ſhould an invaſion take place ? I have 
made an obfervation reſpecting the popiſh clergy of 
this kingdom, That when Proteſtants were cutting 
c off Proteſtants, Britain fighting againſt America, 
they obſerved all our government faſts:“ Their 
church then loſt nothing whatever ſide would prevail. 
But have they kept our government faſts ſince France 
and Spain joined? I believe not. I am certain they did 
not do it in this place, for I took particular notice; and 
I ſuppoſe, the inferior have followed the example of 
the ſuperior clergy. But taking it for granted, that 
all the Catholics in Ireland are our friends. Are the 
French and Spaniards fo ? Certainly they are not. And 


if they invade us (which God forbid, and which to 


prevent, we, among others, have taken up arms) have 
we nothing to fear from Popery? Might not a cargo 
of prieſts, a pope's legate, and a conſecrated ſtandard 
be imported, which would ſet the kingdom in a flame? 
Is not the ſpirit and practice of Popery repugnant to 
the Proteſtant religion? I can but ſlightly touch at it, 
at preſent. In a future difcourſe, (God willing) | 
may ſay more. And (as I may preach againſt drunk- 
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0 | enneſs, without being deemed a perſonal enemy ta 
. drunkards) may I not preach againſt Popery, without 
170 being deemed a perſonal enemy to Papilts ! ? eſpecially 
ot: as the command of God is, Come out” of this ſpi- 
1 ritual Babylon © that ye be not partakers of her fins, 
1 « and that ye receive not of her plagues *.” 7 
| If, indeed, the plea that many Peas adduce 
in favour of P opery was true, What follows might paſs 
for nothing, viz. * That Popery is not now what it 
% was formerly; and, therefore no danger from it is 
“ to be apprehended. ” Proteſtants may be changed, 
| and have a different notion of Popery, from that which 
4 our fore-fathers had: But Papiſts, themſelves being 
Fi} judges, will not acknowledge any ſuch change on their 
14 fide. One of them, in the public papers, confeſſes that 
111 Popery is always the ſame; that they have certain 
| bounds which the Pope himſclf muſt not tranſgreſs: 
And what can this be, but their canons and decrees of 
councils? and he adds, „That the pontifical throne 
ce is the ſame whether it be filled by a cruel Alexander 
VI. or a benevolent Ganganelli g.“ I ſhall inſtance 
three or four tenets of that church, which muſt have 
a pernicious tendency, when reduced to practice, 
Which has been always done when a proper opportu- 
nity, for the good of their church, required it; and 
ſhall bring undeniable authority to ſupport every alle- 
gation, and untill ſuch principles be as publicly revok- 
ed, as they have been confirmed, we muſt aſſert, that 
they are popith principles, let who will aſſert the con- 
trary. 
| (1.) By the Popes pretended power, and real in- 
4 fluence over Papiſts, they cannot certainly know, 
li if what is virtue, and what is vice, Bellarmine, a Car- 
it dinal of note, ſays, If the Pope command vice, 
1 « and prohibit virtue, the church is bound to believe 
1 < vice to be good, and virtue to be evil; or it would 
30116 Mp Sn Aga conſcience.“ Now, 1 is not the ſcripture, 
EIn VVV dhe 
| * Rev. xviii. 4. | 
41: | F Prieſt O Leary's Remarks on Mr. Welley „ letter. 
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the ſtandard,” by which we are to try virtue and vice; 
but'a layman among them dare not read the ſcripture, 
without a diſpenſation from the Pope to him in parti- 


cular. And do they not, by their traditions, make 


the law of God of none effect; and enjoin things for 
virtue, which the ſcripture calls the doctrine of devils? 
viz. *forbidding to marry, and commanding to abſtain 
from meats.” For although the ſcripture ſays, A 
biſhop ſhould be“ the huſband of one wife” yet they 
forbid their clergy 'to marry; (though ſometimes they 
have kept concubines, and we read of Popes who have 
had illegitimate” children, and have made ample. pro; 
viſion for them.) And although inceſt is a horrid lin, 
yet the Pope granted a ifenfarion to Henry VIII. tg 
marry his brother's wife, which ſin,, John the Baptiſt 
ſharply reproved in Herod, for doing which he loſt 
his head, And do not Papiſts juſtify ſucceeding 
opes, in not complying with Henry's requeſt, to re- 
verſe that bull? Thus the Pope anſwers the deſcription _ 
Paul gives of Antichriſt, that he is “ the Man of fin, 
and ſon of perdition ; who oppoſeth and exalteth 


„ himſelf above all that is called God, or that is wor- 


c ſhipped ; ſo that he, as God, ſitteth in the temple of 
God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God x. 
(2. ) Another tenet dangerous to ſociety, is, © That 
e the Pope and his deputies can pardon ſin.“ Who 
does not know? or rather, who ſhould not know, 
that the oppoſing of ſuch pardons gave riſe to the Re- 
formation ? And do-they not pretend to pardon, not 
only the fins of the living, but alſo the fins of the dead 
praying for, and granting a releafe to ſouls from the 
pains of purgatory, when they are well paid for it? 
1 ſpeak things well known. . 3 
( 3.) Another tenet, dangerous to ſociety, is,“ Their 
* authorizing and inſtigating the wier een 
<« of infidels and heretics,” that is, of Heathens and 
Proteſtants. The hiſtories of the expulſion of the Moors 
out of Spain, and the infernal methods taken to de- 


ſtroy 
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ſtroy them; the. perſecutions in England, in Mary's 
reign; and in ſhort in every popiſh Kingdom, when 
the good of their church required it, Prog rhe, point. 
What dreadful havock was made of the followers of 
Wickliff, and the Waldenſes! which now 1 caſt in the 
ſhade, for it would ſhock human nature, All theſe dia- 
bolical actions are done by public authority. There is 
an edict of the council of Toledo to this purport : 
% We, the holy council, do promulgate this ſentence, 
&« or decree, pleaſing to God, that whoſoever hall ſuc- 
«'ceed to the kingdom, ſhall not mount the. throne, 
« till he have ſworn to permit no man to live in the 
« kingdom, who is not a Catholic; and if, after he 
has taken the reins, of government, he ſhall violate 
<« his. promiſe, let him be Anathema Maranatha, in 
<« the fight of God, and fewel for eternal fire. A 
Cardinal ſays, © If it were poſſible to root out heretics, 
ce no doubt, they are to be deſtroyed root and branch.“ 
And, a Pope ſays, < The perſon who e abjure 
. * his er and immediately return to the orthodox 
it! « faith, ſhall be given up to the ſecular judge, to 
4.) Another tenet dangerous to ſociety, is, © Their 
e diſpenſing with oaths, and breaking of promiſes 
“ made to Proteſtants, when. the good of the church 
% requires it,” Theſe pious 4 are, with them, 
eſteemed very juſtifiable. This is fo evident, from 
the hiſtories of nations, that he muſt have a, brow. of 
4 braſs, who denies it. After a long civil war in France, 
1 the Proteſtants were invited to a king's marriage to 
Paris, under a ſhew of friendſhip, and a ſaint's day is 
1 choſen, to make the infernal deed the more meritori- 
ous; and having ſhut the Proteſtants within the walls, 
| | they murdered thirty thouſand of them; above five hun- 
1 dred of whom were noblemen, or perſons of the firſt 
1 diſtinction. How did the Pope approve of it? He or- 
1 dered, a Te Deum, that is, Thanks to God, to be ſung 
at Rome; and, to preſerve the memory of this tranſ- 
action, a magnificent picture was exhibited at Rome, 
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inſcribed, “The triumph of the church” A triumph 

indeed ; but it was a triumph over Chriſtianity and 
humanity at once; but though one Pope could xejoice 
at the deſtruction of ſo many innocent Proteſtants, 

et hould any offer the leaſt inſult to their e 
0 any of its members, they mult expect their keene 
reſentment ; thus another Pope would lay Henry the 
ſecond, under a curſe, and the whole nation, if they 
adhered to their king, for the murder of Thomas a 
Becket, a ſeditious prieſt, who ſet England in a flame; 
and, afterwards, the king muſt go barefooted to his 
tomb, and be baſely whipt by the monks to reconcile 
himſclf to the church. 

The. Emperor Sigiſmund granted a fafe paſs to John 
Huſs to the council of Conſtance, who was there con- 
demned for hereſy, that is, Proteltant principles; and, 
contrary. to the public faith, thus given, he is deliver- 


<d over to the ſecular power, and burned: But we 


ve inſtances nearer. home, Pope Pius V. publiſhed 
a bull intitled, Ihe damnatien aud excommunication of 
Queen Elizabeth and her adherents, given at St. Peter's 
1570, in which ſhe is deprived of her kingdom, and 
her ſubjects, are for ever abſolved from their oaths of 
allegiance, and forbidden to obey her. | | 

| have heard an objection lately made, That if 
6c Papiſts adopted this principle of not keeping faith 
„ with heretics, could they not all take the oaths, 
Which would qualify them to graze upon the com- 
* mions of legal indulgence, and afterwards get a par- 
«© don *.“ This is a very odd objection, indeed; it 
would be what we never can expect, the Pope to turn 
Proteſtant : I have read of Antichriſt's deſtruction, but 
never read of his converſion to this day. I know no 
Proteſtant church, that ſhuts the door upon them if 
they chuſe to conform: : But the above objection would 
prove too much, and, therefore, proves nothing at 
all; for it ſuppoſes that the whole body of Papiſts, in 


a nation, might renounce Popery ; and Popery {till 


exiſt, 
# Prieſt O Leary, 
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exiſt. lt is never alledged, that the Pope would grant 
diſpenſations for oaths taken againſt the church. A 
man may draw a vail over his wite's infirmities, who 
has not the leaſt deſign to divorce her; ſo the Pope 
may grant diſpenſations for the good of the church; 
bur will any one, therefore, infer ; that he would 
grant diſpenſations to overturn Popery, and to ſap his 


_ uſurped throne altogether. 


Let not any think what I have ſaid unſeaſonable. 
It.is neither new nor ſtrange, that a Proteſtant miniſter 
ſhould lift up a teſtimony for the Proteſtant religion 
in oppofition to Popery. When advocares for the 
popilh religion appear in our public papers, diſperſed 
through the nation; I may be allowed, in an obſcure 
congregation, (and whether or not I ſhall take the 
liberty) to warn my hearers againſt the dangers of 
Popery *. A Roman clergyman has publiſhed a long 
ſeries of letters in vindication of Popery, with the tin- 
ſel of which the eyes of ſome Proteſtants have been 
dazzled; for which he may get thanks from his own 
church; and we alſo are under obligations to him for 
ſo publicly acknowledging his principles; which may 
convince the judicious reader, that Popery is always 
the ſame: For if we lop off his excreſcences, of ego- 
tiſms, poſitive aſſertions, wit and humour, perſonal 
and national reflections, inſinuating compliments, and 
many uſeleſs digreſſions, by which he bewilders the 
mattentive reader; what is the eſſence of this mighty 
peformance, which like an ignis fatuus has ſparkled 
through the three kingdoms. Juſt ſuch aſſertions as 

| theſe, 


* Prieft O Leary is the clergyman, to whom I allade; who calls 
our Reformers, ** Broachers of zew doctrines, ec. and who tena- 
ciouſly adheres to the principles of Popery; and yet this man's 
defence of Popery, is, with admiration, read by many Pro- 
teſtants, who are fo lukewarm, that they would not allow a Pro- 
teſtant miniſter to gently touch the errors of Popery. To ſuch ! 
would propoſe the following queries: Are we filently to hear Pro- 
teſtant principles reviled, and Popery extolled? Is the Proteſtant 
religion defenſible, or not? Is ſilence, at ſuch a time, the preſent 
duty, or that cunfeſhon of Chriſt recommended, Mat. x. 32. 33 


He aſſerts alſo, that the Papiſts lands were aden 


with indignation at the inſinuation, and their practice 


( 23 ) 
theſe, That Huſs was a traitor and rebel, and juſtly 
condemned ; for what ? Becauſe he oppoſed Popery, 
as every ſound Proteitant ſhould. —That our Reform- 
ers, Luther, Calvin, Bucer, and the Albigenſes, were 
ſuch erroneous men, that they were unworthy of pro- 
tection; and yet, if ſuch men had not exiſted, we 
might have been always ene under Popery, and 
ſending our hogſheads of Peter- pence to Rome. He 
aſſerts, that the cruelty of the Proteſtants forced the 
Papiſts to the bloody maſſacre, A. D. 1648, although 
in no Proteſtant reign were they more encouraged than 
in the beginning of Charles IJ. 's reign, uſeing great 
freedoms, relying upon the influence of a popiſh queen 
and a Frenchified court. Three or four years before 
this maſſacre, a great many Preſbyterian miniſters were 
depoſed in the north of this kingdom: Although a- 
gainſt the conſent of archbiſhop Uſher, the greateſt 
man that Ireland ever ſaw, or perhaps, ever will; yet, 
by the influence of the Earl of Strafford, and ſome 
Popiſhly affected biſhops, who would play off one part 
of the Proteſtant church againſt the other, it was done, 
while Papiſts quietly enjoyed their manner of worſhip. 


taken from them; and then you may inter, if you 
pleaſe, that if the Proteſtant nobility and gentry are 
ſuch knaves as to keep them, they are fools if they de 
not regain them, if ever they have an opportunity; 
and thereby many of the nobility and gentry of Ireland 
would be difinherited of thoſe eſtates, which their an- 
ceſtors purchaſed with their blood and treaſure, ſup- 
porting the Proteſtant religion, and quaſhing the rebel- 
lion which the Papiſts raiſed, le inſinuates, that 
all who oppoſe a legal toleration of Popery would light 
the faggots to burn Papiſts; and thus he obliquely 
brands all the honourable members of the Houſe of 
Commons, and the right honourable members of the 
Houſe of Lords, who were the minority on the Popery 
bil!, as perſecutors, although their hearts would rife 


for 
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for many years paſt, proves the contrary. 1 have known 

ſome difſenters, (though the inſtances have been rare) 
who met with ſome trouble on account of religion from 
civil authority, but never to this day knew an inſtance 
of Papiſts ſuffering on that account. Does any pete 


| fon aſk me, Pray, fir, what do you mean by all this? 


Do you intend to ſtimulate our armed aflociations, - 
to murder, intimidate, or injure theſe poor creatures 
who are blindly led by their clergy ? Nothing is farther 
from my intention; this would be to fall into the errors, 
which we diſclaim. © I do not defire, that they ſhould 
be put to any trouble on account of religion, or rob- 


bed of thoſe rights, which, as men, they ought to enjoy. 


Give them as permanent leaſes as you pleaſe; and as 
good ſecurity for their money as poſlible; do them 
every kind office in your power, conſiſtent with the 
ſafety of the Proteſtant religion and a good conſcience. 
All this may be done without building up their altars, 
or permitting them to tear down ours: Humanity en- 
joins the one, Chriſtianity forbids the other“. 

But on the other hand, I want to prize the Proteſ⸗ 
tant religion above the deareſt natural comfort. Does 
not the Pope look upon Britain and Ireland as preci- 
ous jewels torn out of his uſurped crown at the Re- 
formation ? Are not the French and Spaniards Papiſts? 
Is it unnatural to ſuppoſe that the Pope would wiſh 


them ſucceſs ? And {hould they overcome us, might 
we 


have not OG any 2 to the perten, « or en- 
ctoachment on the property of Papiſis; their principles, add the 
practices following from them, are what | condemn. It is ſomes 
what ſtrange, that this ſermon, ſhould be ſo unpopular in a Pro- 
teſtant couptry. Since | preached this ſet mon, I have read one 
preached on a ſimilar accafion from the fame text, by the Reverend 
Mr George Carſon of Croghan, who would be as unwilling to injure 


| their perſons, or deprive them of their property as 1 would, and 


yer in a conciſe, but nervous manner, he ſhews the evil of Popery. 

© Popery, (ſays he) is of a perſecuting ſpirit, and has always mark- 
1% ed her ſteps, wherever ſhe trod, with blood, Proteſtants muſt 
* not expect to have ary ſecurity for their religious liberty from 
« her; for ſhe teaches men to lie for God's ſake, aud to- violate 
& Aaghs for ber intereſt.” 
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we not loſe the free exercife of our religion, as well 
as our liberty and property?. And. thould we not exert 
ourſelves to prevent it? Our patriots turn over ſtatute- 
books to find out theſe acts that injure our freedom, 
or cramp our commerce, in order to repeal them: 
Let us alſo turn over church hiſtories, and there we 
will find how many unrepealed excommunications and 
curſes have been uttered by the Pope againſt our kings 
and empire: Nor ſhould we care. whether he repeals 


them or not; his bleſſing we will not aſk, and his 


curſes we diſregard : But let us do all in our power 
to hinder his ſentences to be put into execution. This 
is my deſign by the preſent diſcourſe; and, ; hope, 
none will miſunderſtand, or ignorantly and maliciouſ- 
ly miſrepreſent what I have ſaid. | 


_ Having diſmiſſed my firſt head, and ſpoken of civil 
rights under that clauſe © for our people; and of 
our religious rights under that clauſe, < for the cities 
< of our God, I come to the ſecond head.  _ 

II. To ſpeak of the duty required, Be of good 
© courage, and let us play the men.“““// 


Courage is that fortitude of mind whereby a man 
can oppoſe the greateſt dangers, without being diſ- 


concerted, or incited to commit baſe actions, let the 


event be what it will. A couragequs, like a prudent. 
man, having the cool exerciſe of his powers, fore- 
ſeeth the evil: Thus joab ſaw that the front of the 
battle was againſt him before and behind; and when 
he had foreſeen the threatened evil, he took proper 
methods to evade it: He divided his army and drew 
up the ſtrongeſt againſt the Syrians the moſt power- 


ful, and the other againſt the Apymonites who were 


the, weakeſt: And when men of drag have fore- 
ſcen the evil, and taken means to evade it, they vi. 
gorouſly put their plans into execution, as Joab did 
here. | Bees .- ; Se, 5 1 
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CC 6 } 

Courage is the mean between timidity and raſhneſs * 
A courageous man undertakes without raſhneſs, and 
executes without fear. He does not ſeek for dangers, 
but when they meet him, he bears them with an un- 
daunted mind ; he would rather let men fee his blood 
than his back: Thus the Grecians and Romans glori- 
ed in the wounds, which they received, in defence of 
their country; eſpecially in ſuch as were, _— cor - 
fore in the fore part of their bodres. 

Courage is eſſentially neceſſary to a fotdier. Com- 
manders are ſo ſenſible of this, that, by ſpeeches, 
promiſes, and warlike inſtruments, in all ages, they 
have endeavoured to inſtilk and excite courage in 
their men; and have ordered deſerters to be put 
to death: 1 hereby teaching all, that they muſt obey 
the word of command, though death ſtared them 
in the face. We' fee, in the ſcriptures, that the di- 
vine Being has raiſed the ſpirits of thoſe, who were 
to conquer, and left the others to be terrified by 
fears, ſo as that one has chaſed a thouſand, and two 
put ten thouſand to flight; yea, they have fled when 
no man purſued. When the Syrians had befieged 
Samaria, until an aſſes head was old for ten pounds, 
and © the hinds of pitiful women” had fodden their 
* ow children * 0 what had the Syrians to fear 
from ſuch an enemy? At this very time, © the Lord 
« had made the hoſt of the Syrians to hear the noiſe 
« of chariots,' and a noiſe of horſes, even the noiſe 
of a great hoſt.” Wherefore, they expreſs their 
fears, that the king of Iſrael had hired other nati- 
ons to help him; and inſtead of ſtanding to fight like 
men, they fled like cowards, and left their tents and 
Horſes,” &c. and their fears increaſed in their flight, 
for whatever they took with them they threw it away 
in their haſte: 2 Kings vii. chap. you have the ſtory 
at full length. When the children of Iſracl had in a 
miraculous manner deſtroyed Jericho, they marched 


® Lam. iv. 10. 


zo Ai; but, for Achan's fin, the Lord deſerts them, 
and leaves them to their fears; ſo as they ſhame- 
fully turned their backs on their enemies: Was 
not Joab's ſpeech therefore neceſſary, Be of good 
**-courage.”--: 5 =: | TRY, 

Courage is active, and in tine of danger will exert 
itſelf; therefore he adds, N i Tres | 

Let us play the men; that is, ſtudy action; words 
will not defeat our enemies: many can talk like men, 
who would not play the men. But a man of cou- 
rage talks little, eſpecially of himſelf, and brags leſs: 
He 1s not the hero of his own tale, but rather loves 
the ſilent language of the hand, and to be ſeen than 
heard. | 

Let us play the men; not act like women and chil- 
dren, who are volatile, taken up with ſhews and trif- 
fles, and too often deceived with outward appear- 
ances. 2 8 8 | 
Let us play the men; that is, act like rational crea- 
tures; not as if we were hurried on by natural inſtinct, 
like a ravenous beaſt upon his prey.“ Let us keep in 
a body; by this, our charge upon our enemies will 
be the more formidable, and their aflault upon us 
the leſs effectual. This was what rendered the Mace- 
donian phalanx ſo formidable, that, for a long time, 
it was thought invincible ; and was ſo, in a great 
meaſure, when the evenneſs of the ground permitted 
them to keep their place: Be cool, but yet courage- 
ous; for courage without conduct ſinks under its 
own weight. £7 

Let us play the men; not a& like a devil. Men ſhould 
diſdain cruel and baſe actions: There is none more 
merciful to a relenting and vanquiſhed enemy, than a 
courageous man. Cowards, when they have an op- 
portunity, are moſt cruel. Some, in the time of war, 
have diſcovered ſuch an infernal diſpoſition to women, 
children and ſtraying victims, who have fallen into 
their hands, that they have diſgraced human nature ; 
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( 28 ) 3 
and more properly might be ſaid to play the devil than 
to play the men: So that we may paraphraſe the 
words thus, as if Joab had ſaid, Be of good cou- 
rage, and neither diſcover raſhneſs nor fear; act not 
like women or children, but play the men: Like ra- 
tional creatures obſerve the word of command, and 
fight for your liberty, property and religion. This is 
all we can do, we mult and ought to leave the event 


to God} and, if we overcome, we will reap the ad- 


vantage; if we die, we die bravely, in a good cauſe: 
And it is better to die freemen, than to live flaves ; 
our bodies groaning under cruelty, and our ſouls de- 


ſtroyed by idolatry. © | * 


Having ſpoken of the duty required, I proceed to the 
third head, which is to ſhew, 


III. That when we have done all that men can da, 
we muſt leave the event to God. . | 
We muſt believe that all events happen as God 


pleaſes ; unleſs we be ſo impious, as to think that we 


can govern the world better than God. It would be 
horrid blaſphemy to aſſert, that the divine Being could 
not do whatſoever he pleaſes ; or that our ſchemes and 
actions could diſconcert his divine purpoſes : 'This would 
be to impeach his wiſdom and power, as if he did not 
know all future events; or that he was ſo weak, as that 
he could not execute his decrees. God has determin- 
ed the fate of kingdoms. It is by him that kings reign, 
and princes decree juſtice. Every kingdom proſpers 
as long as he pleaſes; and when the time of its diſſolu- 
tion 18' come, the very means they take to preſerve, 
become the means of their ſlavery: The Grecians 
thought it was for their advantage to chuſe Alexander 


the Great to be their general, but by ſo doing they 


_ up their own liberty. Often thoſe, whom men 

ave choſen for their protectors, have become their 

tyrannical maſters. He has part of his religion to 
8 learn, 
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lem, who does not ſee the holy hand of God i in eve- 


ry revolution, whether public or private, whatever 


ſinful hands men have in it; for as God's holineſs 


will not ſanctify mens wicked actions, neither will 
mens wickedneſs pollute God's holineſs. That the 
iſſue of every action ought to be left to God, will ap- 
pear, if we conſider his irreſiſtible power, his ſovereign 


Js and his unerring w:/dom, 


All things are accompliſhed by God's irreſiſtible 
Plans <« ] will work, fays God, and who ſhall let 
be it &. 5» If God refiſt men, what will they obtain ? 


They may as eaſily ſtop the 1 of the ſea, the 


blowing of the winds; or pull the itars out of their, 
ord ; as prevent God in his providence, from accom- 
pliſhing what he pleaſes. Should “ it be according to 
thy mind, he will recompenſe, whether thou chooſe, 
6. op whether thou refuſe 4.” He worketh all things 
<« after the counſel of his own will .“ | 

2. We ſhould leave all events to God, if we conſider 
his ſoverergn juſtice. © Shall not the Judge of all the 


“ earth do right ||?” God may ſometimes croſs us, but 


he never wrongs us. © Wherefore doth a living man 
complain, a man for the puniſhment of his ſins §5?˙ 


The good we receive, is from his free bounty; the evil 


we ſuffer, we deſerve. Oh! ſays the church, „I will 
< bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have 
« ſinned againſt him J.“ A particular loſs, may be 
a general good: What ſuppoſe a ſhip is loſt in a ſtorm, 
that ſame ſtorm clears the air of noxious vapours; and 
if a good man is loſt, he is a gainer for his ſoul is 
taken to heaven: And, if a bad man is loſt, the cup of 
his iniquity was full ; and the world is delivered from 


| his future wickedneſs. Three men conſpired to kill 


Timoleon, as he was offering up his devotions in a 
certain temple; but a ſtranger obſerving one of the 


conſpirators, fell upon him, and flew him; the other 


two, 


n, + Job. Xxxiv. 23. E Fph. i. 11. 
}} Gen. xviii. 26. g Lam. iii. 39. J Mic. vil. 9. 


5 


i 


= 

two, imagining that their horrid ſcheme was. diſco- 
vered; confeſſed the whole: But the itranger being 
examined, knew nothing of it, and was only re- 
venging his brother's death; which, till then, he 
had long endeavoured, but to no purpoſe : Pro- 
vidence ſo ordering it at this ſeaſon, to prevent the 
intended aſſaſſination of Timoleon. A man may be 
executed for a crime of which he is innocent, but 
divine juſtice may be purſuing him for ſome other 
an. 3} | 
3. We ſhould leave all events to God, if we conſider 
his unerring wiſdom. © This alſo cometh forth from 
„the We of hoſts, who is wonderful in counſel and 
excellent in working .“ He that made, can go- 
vern the world. We wonder at the number and re- 
gularity of the ſtars, the viciſſitudes of the ſeaſons; 
and cannot he, who orders them, order the affairs of 
men. A patient ſwallows a bitter potion, though he 
know not its ingredients or effects, becauſe he relies 
on the wifdom of the phyſician; and, ſhould we not 
ſubmit to the diſpenſations of God's providence, 
though diſagreeable to fleſh and blood; . may be 
for our good. We leave the government of a ſhip to 
a ſkilful pilot, and of an army to a general; and 
muſt we not, ought we not, to leave the government ' 
of the world to God? If theſe things were rightly 
underſtood, it would allay the ſtorms that ariſe too 
often in our minds, at the diſpenſations of God's 
providence. But to apply theſe truths, (which, in- 
deed are applicable to every caſe) to the one before 
us; that when we have done all. that men can do, 
we mult leave the iſſue to God: And this will appear 
from two things; (1.) That a ſmall army will conquer 
a great one, when it ſeemeth good to God. (2.) That 
a great army will not conquer a ſmall one, when it 
does not ſeem good to him. The one follows from 
the other. | 
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. 
(i.) A ſmall army will conquer a large one, if it 
ſeem good to God. This is apparent from many in- 


ſtances in the Bible. How did Sampfon, Jepthah, Gi- 


deon, Jonathan, and his armour-bearer ſubdue many 
of their enemies, when the Lord favoured them! How 
did a few Greeks defeat the vaſt forces of Xerxes! 
What is the reaſon that no nation could ever totally 
ſubdue the Arabs? Juſt becauſe God had faid of II. 
mael their founder. He will be a wild man; his 


hand will be againſt every man, and every man's hand 


„ againſt him: And he ſhall dwell in the preſence of 
ce his brethren &“ And yet Eſau's deſcendants are 
generally ſlaves. Becauſe God had faid of him, “By 
* thy ſword ihalt thou live, and ſhalt ſerve thy bro- 
66 ther $7 * | % 

(2.) A large army will not conquer a ſmall one 
when the Lord does not favour them. The Iſraelites, 
when the Babylonians were 'invading and befieging 


them, ſend to Egypt for help againſt them: But the 


time being come that they were to be carried to Baby- 
lon, God told them, that their expectations were vain. 
And at a time, when their hopes were moſt fanguine, 
the Babylonians having raiſed the ſiege; ſee God's 
meſſage to them : © Thus faith the Lord, deceive not 
& yourſelves, ſaying, The Chaldeans ſhall ſurely de- 
part from us; for they ſhall not depart. For though 
«ye had ſmitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that 
e fight againſt you, and there remained but wounded 
“ men among them; yet ſhould they riſe up every man 
c in his tent, and burn this city with fire . And 
when they had been ſeventy years in Babylon, how 
wonderfully are they delivered by Cyrus. That the 
Babylonians, through intoxication and negligence, 


ſhould leave the brazen gates open; mult be aſcribed 


to the providence of God. who had promiſed to open 
them before Cyrus. This was the time God had ſet to 
pull down the Aﬀyrian, and ſet up the Medo-Perſian 


empire. 


* Gen. xvi. 12. ＋ Gen. xxvii. 40. 4 Jer. axxvii. 9. 10. 
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„ 
empire. How may an incident in the heat of battle 
turn the ſcale? Thus, at the battle of Naſeby, fatal to 


King Charles I. a nobleman turning round the king's 


horſe, his men thought it was a ſignal for the flight. 


“ The race is not a/ways to the ſwift, nor the battle to 


« the ſtrong f.“ | 
Having diſmiſſed the doctrinal part of the diſcourſe, 


1 ſhall wind up the whole in a ſhort APPLICATION. 


I. Is it fo, that we ſhould courageouſly exert our- 
ſelves in defence of our people, and the cities of our 
God? Hence 1 infer, the lawfuineſs of the military 
afſeciations in Ireland. This public- ſpirited meaſure 
has put arms into the hands of many, and has taught 


them to uſe them. I may adopt the language of Debo- 
rah, „Was there a ſhield, or a ſpear Gen among 


< forty thouſand of Iſrael: My heart is towards the 
& governors of Iſrael, that offered themſelves willingly. 
« Bleſs ye the Lord f. Was there a gun or bayonet 


ſeen among forty thouſand in Ireland, who now have 


them? And have not many of the governors, lords and 
commons offered themſelves willingly amongthe peo- 


ple? For this public ſpirit, we may ſay, as Deborah 


did, © Bieſs ye the, Lord.” This has made our na- 
tion reſpectable at home and abroad: And might be 
the means, which God in his providence made uſe of 


to intimidate the French and Spaniards from invading 
us, laſt ſummer; when they ſcoured our channels, and 


our fleet was not to be found. It teaches thE well- 


diſpoſed in Britain. that we may, and'certainly would 


co-operate with them, in oppoſing the common enemy. 
And, certainly, it tends to preſerve the internal peace 


of the kingdom; as theſe military 'aflociations ſhew 


their willingneſs to join with the civil magiſtrates, in 
apprehending every villain, dangerous to ſociety, let 
his religion be what it will: And if there was a Judas 
ien | = among 


oh Eecl. ix, 11. JI Judges v. 8. 9. 


1 | 
among Chriſt's diſciples, what ſociety on earth. can 
we expect to be without ſome ſuch villains ? Out 
wives and children know very well how they were 
inſulted by common vagrants, many of whom would 
preſume to affix à certain day, before which the 
French would invade us; but do they meet with 
ſuch. inſulrs now, ſince arms are diſperſed through 
the country? And many, whoſe: ſpirit does not in- 
cite them to join our companies, or whoſe avarice 
deters them, leſt they ſhould thereby incur expences; 
do, however, approve of it in others, as they reap the 
benefits in common with them: And ſhould our ene- 
mies now invade us, (which God prevent) might they 
not expect a warm oppoſition? So that, before they 
could advance far, a powerful army would enter 
the field to oppoſe them, and baffle their attempts, 
unleſs God had determined otherwife ; and. then, 
though each of us was encaſed in triple braſs, our 
attempts would be abortive. But, I would willing- 
ly hope, that that divine Being, wito has ſpirited up 
thouſands to offer themſelves willingly, has not given 
us over to the power of our enemies. Great men, 
and good men; in all ages, have. recommended the 
uſe of arms, to be lawfully employed, in the defence 
of their country. David, when mourning for the 
death of Saul and Jonathan, breaks off with a beau- 
tiful apoſtrophe, and recommends military diſci- 
pline : „ Alfo, he bade them teach Judah the uſe of 
v0: the. bow #7 199-75 25; ee | MF 
2̃. Is it ſo, that we ought courageouſly to exert our- 
ſelves for our people, and the cities of our God? 
Hence I infer, That a true patriot is a good ſubject to 
his king. It is a wicked device, deſtructive to both 
king and people; to perſuade government; that thoſe 
who ſtand forth in defence of our country, are, ene- 
mies to our king. When Joab made this ſpeech to 
| 3 008 
* 2 Sam. i, 18. 
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encourage his men to fight; had any objected, Sir, 


& you have forgotten to mention David our king.“ 
Would not he ? would not all have looked upon the 
objection as an indication of their ignorance? And 
would not he have anſwered, © Does not David's 

6 Lore wo as a king, under God, depend upon the 
855 rity of his ſubje cts? And mul; not ſuch, who 

< oppoſe. the king's enemies, be his friends? By the 
ſame parity of reaſon; Muſt not the men in Ireland, 
who without pay or preferment from the crown, at 
conſiderable expence, have ſtepped forth, in this time 
af danger, to fight for their country, be the _ 8 
frier _ let malice repreſent them as it will ? _ 


2 Ie it fo, that we ought eee to exert 
. xe for liberty, property and religion? Hence 
J infer,” That the man who is a good patriot endea- 
vours, according to his ſtation, to ſupport both the 
civil and religious rights of mankind, and not to ſe- 
parate what God has joined together. It we conſider 
civil rights, and are indifferent about religion, we 
are Tukewarm patriots: Or, If we conſider religion, 
and diſregard civil rights, we are fiery zealots, and 
Our zeal- is without knowledge; for God informs us, 
that there are duties to be performed both to God 
and man; and our religion is ſpurious, if it does not 
excite us to ſecond table duties. How has religion, 
(religion did I ſay? No; idolatry, ſuperſtition, and 
enthuſiaſm, under the garb of religion, ) deſtroyed tlic 
civil rights of mankind? The horrid perſecutions of 

1piſts . Proteſtants; their cruſades to regain 
the holy land; the mad attempts of the Anabaptiſts 
in Germany, Nec. have robbed thouſands of their ei- 
vil rights, contrary to the mandates of Chriſt, who 
informs us that '** his kingdom is not of this worid c; 
| Wy ad en can live 18 under any go- 
. | vernment, 


# Tohn xvii. 36. 
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vernment, that allows them liberty of conſcience, 
according to God's word; and, although often per- 
ſecuted, have, as often, in the firſt inſtance, had 
| recourfe only to the church's weapons, prayers. and 
tears. On the other hand, how have men had their 
minds ſo intent upon their civil rights, that they 
have forgotten the religion of others, as if religion 
was only a human invention, that they might hold or 
_ reject, enlarge or contract, as they pleaſed, without 
| | being reſponfible either to God or to man. I may 
juſt obſerve, the uncharitable diſpoſition of many in 
this kingdom againſt their fellow ſubjects in Scotland, 
becauſe they oppoſed the repeal of the penal laws in 
that kingdom. It comes with a bad grace from thoſe 
2 their own. civil rights to be enlarged, to 
want the civil rights of others to be curtailed “ For, 
ſetting aſide religion altogether, the Scotch owght not 
to conſent to the repeal of the penal laws, or to allow 
| of a legal toleration of the popith religion, in that king- 
| dom, for this unanſwerable reaſon; it would encroach 
| on their conſtitution, and might pave the way for over- 
SY turning it altogether. By their own parliament, when 
they had one, they frequently conſulted the fafety of 
religion; and by the Revolution parliament, and Union 
112 ſettlement, it was further confirmed: Since which 1 


time, they have no parliament of their on; but only [ 
a very few members, comparatively few, in compari- 5 


fion of the whole Houſe of Lords and Commons in x 


England: And if they ſhould ſuffer the Britiſh parlia- 5 
ment to alter their conſtitution, in any reſpect; what 1 
ſecurity could they have, that the Britiſ parliament 3 
might not overturn it altogether? They have ſuffered | 
too much from that quarter already, to leave their re- 1 
ligion to be moulded at the diſeretion of the Britiſh | 7 
court: And, if their King James VI. came to the crown 1 
of England, that was no reaſon, that then, or ſince, 5 
] the religion-of Scotland ſhould he n the 
f 0 , A , Ks 17 181 6 : i 4 | #8 ; | | 1 2 ; ng 11 
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Engliſk pleaſed *. Becauſe a ſmall party in Edinburgh 
and Glaſgow raſhly conſumed two maſs-houſes, muſt 
the whole nation be reproached as perſecutors; as 


men, who would light the faggot to burn Papilts ; 


when the body of the nation difclaimed it, and the 
ſafferers got ample reſtitution? What Catholic have 
they put to death for his religion? Have not we had 
as many places of worſhip belonging to Proteſtants 
burned in this kingdom? And would it not be uncha- 


ritable to reproach the whole nation for it? And al- 


though they will not permit the fences about religian 
to be removed, yet who dare reproach them with diſ- 
loyalty ? In their addrefles, from church and ſtate, 
in ſupport of the war againſt America; they have gone 
farther than ever Ireland did, or, indeed, would chooſe 
to go. Well, my friends, when we deſire our own 
civil and religious rights, let us not countenance un- 
uſt aſperſions upon others; who have alſo a right to 
conſult their own ſafety, eſpecially, when it does not 
interfere with, or injure ours. | 


4. Is it fo, that the Lord does that which ſeemeth 


him good: Hence I infer, the neceſſity of ſubmitting 
to Gad's providence in all things; who may be con- 


ſulting our good, when we think that his diſpenſations 
are againſt us. You of this congregation, may ad- 
. mire the diſpenſations of providence: Some time ago, 
your houſe was conſumed ; the faggot that was lighted 
in the houſe of God, we feared, might proceed to our 
own houſes and reduce them to aſhes » By the advice 
of friends, ſteps were taken for a preſentment. A 
powerful oppoſition was formed without doors by our 


charitable Catholic neighbours, who raiſed; moncy to 


lee lawyers to oppoſe: it, although it was never ſworn 

| n ien bas, 
It is well known what blood perſecutions, . and arbitrary 
proceedings, in the Jaſt century, ſprung from the defign which 
was formed to alter the eſtabliſhed religion in Scotland. 


/ 


a 


upon them in particular; and within, it was treated 


with contempt: For, although we were caſt, on the 


informality of our proceedings, yet the judge en- 


& 


tered into the merits of the cauſe ; and added, “ That 
ee it was an attempt to carry a toleration into an 


* eſtabliſhment ;—that we were not known in law,” 


c. How then muſt our ſecret enemies rejoice | 


Sorrow ſeized our hearts, grief was viſible in every , 
countenance. My affectionate hearers, more anxious 


for my ſafety than their own, fixed a nightly guard 
at my habitation: But, to give the la colouring 
to this already too mourntul picture, a felt- UM 


dictory paragraph appeared in our el paper to 


this purport; © That ſome time ago a ſeceding 


_ £ meeting-houſe in this country, was burned ; whe» 


te ther by deſign, or accident, is not yet known : 


5 That it would have been taken notice of, in its 


% proper place, but the printer was forbidden by 
“ ſome gentlemen ; as it was expected that a large 
f reward would be offered by the grand jury for 
** apprehending the perpetrators, who might there- 
% by eſcape.” Now, if it was burned by accident, 
where were the villains, who needed fear detection? 
But it might have been known, that it was burned 
by deſign, as. a public proſecution had been carried 


on in that very town; and the fact, from undubi- 


table circumſtances, had been eſtabliſhed, by more 
than one or two oaths : But the aſſizes then being 
paſt, the defign of the publication, to me, appeared 
to be, to let the world know that we were unwor- 
thy the notice of the grand jury; although a noble 
lord & ſince, and the leading men of the county, 
were not aſhamed, publicly, to own, that they ſym- 
pathized with us, and would do all in their power 
to diſcover and proſecute the perpetrators. Hither- 


to, 


9 Lord W who ſableribed twenty * for detecting 
the perpetrators, and ten pounds to the rebuilding the houſe, as 


did alſo many other gentlemen, for the ſame purpoſes. 
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to, indeed; the providence: of the Almighty ſeemed 
to be againſt us; but now he ſhews, that in the 


midſt of wrath he remembers mercy: And although 
there could be no redreſs from a legal bar; there 
was an appeal to a throne of grace, and to the ſym- 
'pathy of friends: And, by the favour of God, and 


the aſſiſtance of our friends, a phenix has ariſen 


out of the aſhes ; and on that very ground, which our 
enemies thought to turn into a deſart, I ſtand this 
day, a miracle of mercy, in ſpite of the devil and all 
his inſtruments, relying on the divine providence, 
who has hitherto preſerved me, that I ſhall never be 


burned in my bed, nor ſtabbed like a traitor ; But if 


Iam to fall, that it will be fighting in defence of our 
people, and the cities of our God. Pardon my weak- 
neſs ; the very thoughts, of what I have ſuffered, to 
this day, ſhake my trame, alter my voice, and bring 
the tears to my eyes. GT 


Let me conclude with a word of addreſs to the 
gentlemen of the Independent Company in this 


lace. 
f Lou have incorporated into a company, for the de- 
fence of our people, and the cities of our God. You 
cannot be claſſed among the richeſt, yet I am certain 
1 — may be ranked among the freeſt companies in 

reland; and I know no reaſon, why a poor man may 
not love his country and his religion, and have valour 
to defend it, as well as another; and certainly the poor 
are better inured to difficulties, and ſuch things ge- 


nerally attend campaigns. You have, without any 
influence, but that 'of your own good wiſhes, chofen 


a colonel of an ancient and honourable family; and 
from his conduct and liberality to you, ſince your for- 
mation, you have no reafon, nor I hope never will 
to repent your choice. Let your love and reſpect, 


therefore, be mutual; and always ſtudy that deport- 


ment, which his ſtation and relation, from the nature 


- off 
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of the thing, and your own articles, enjoin. This 
being premiſed, let all ſuch as are here preſent, whe- 


ther. officers or private men, in this, and in other 
companies, who have honoured us with their preſence, 


this day, attend to the NY directions. * 


ſay unto one, I ſay unto all. 


1. Study to be Chriſt's oldiers, and enliſt under 


his banner, who is the Captain of falvation, that, i in 


his ſtrength, you may fight the good fight of faith; 


and thereby mortify your luſts, overcome the pleaſures, 


profits, . and. enſnaring honours of this world, and 


bruiſe the head of Satan. What will it avail you, 


to be ſervicable to others, unleſs you arrive at heaven 


at haſt? What will it avail you, to have your names 


enrolled among the heroes of the age, and be incor- 
porated, among them, if your names be not enrolled 
in the Lamb's book of life, and you at laſt be incor- 
porated with the aſſembly and church of the firſt- 
born. Now. there is no way to come to heaven, but 
by receiving Jeſus Chriſt for your leader, and his grace 
to enable you to obey the word of command, given 
forth in the Bible. Though your ſins be great, and 
your ſpiritual enemies ſtrong, yet in the Lord Jeſus 


is righteouſneſs and ſtrength: He can teach you wiſ- 


dom to know, and give you ſtrength to overcome 
Satan's devices. Vour commander, at conſiderable 
expence, has purchaſed for you bodily armour, ne- 


ver to revert to him; for which your grateful thanks 


are due: But Jeſus has purchaſed for you ſpiritual 


.armour, not with mountains of gold, not with hills 


of prey, but with his heart's blood: By his life and 
death, by drinking the cup of divine wrath, which the 


Father for our fins put into his hand; for “ it pleaſed 
the Lord to bruiſe him f.“ This armour, this day, 
1 As; altered, to you |; put it on; receive Jeſus hy 


| faith, 
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faith, and then in him, you will get every bleſſing n& . 
ceflary to make you trucly happy, both here and 
hereafter : Without this armour, you cannot ſtand in 
the evil days, to which you may be expoſed: How 
will your head be defended from ignorance or error, 
unleſs you have on the helmet of falvation ? How 
can you ſtand in the faith, or travel in the way of duty 
or difficulty, unleſs you have your loins girt with the 
truth, and your feet ſhod with the preparation of the 
goſpel? How will your heart ſtand againſt the curſes 
of the law, the ſword of juſtice, the temptations of 
Satan, and the laſhes of your own guilty and awaken- 
ed conſciences, unleſs you have on the breaſt-plate of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and the ſhield of faith? How 
can you encounter error in principle, and immorality 
in practice, without a careful and believing applica- 
tion, and a ſpiritual peruſal of the ſword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God? How can you have an 
interview with Jeſus your captain, or any communion 
with him, unleſs you attend unto, and be much em- 
ployed in uſing the laſt, but not the leaſt part of the 
ſpiritual armour, prayer? Thus, being really religious, 
you will be friends both to God, and to your country; 
but without religion, you will each of you be only 
like Jehu, (however uſeful to others) a vain glort- , 
ous man. | i FE FER 


2. Study fo have a regular and ſober deportment, 
that diſaffected perſons may find no occaſion of re- 
proaching you: Although you are men under arms, 
united together by the ties of honour, and by what 
ſhould be dearer, the laws of God, to ſupport one 
another, in defence of liberty, property and religion, 
yet conſider you are not civil officers ; Fir mul not 
enter upon any expedition without a lawful call; but 
when you have that, be cheerful, and among. the firſt 
to co-operate with your commander, who is a civil 
officer, or with any other that may require your aſ- 

ſiſtance, 


ENNIS . , Ont On" OO I ' 
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ſiſtafice; in promoting the welfare, and in ſupporting 
the peace of your country. We may, as a ſociety, 
make lawful” and neceſſary rules for ourſelves; and 
when made by \confent, may fine thoſe who break 
. Mer, or expel them from the company: But we can 
wake no laws to Hind any other. Let it, therefore, 
appear, by your conduct, that you prize, and would 
fand ford ö on All2dccafions; t fupport the good laws 
of otir cun 4 be at peace among yourſelves, 
| etheriwiſe you will become! '*ontemptible ;- for he, who 
: cannot — ſays, * If n kingdom be divided againſt 
<« itſelf, that kingdom cannot ſtand; and if a houſe 


& | 4 „ be divided againſt itſelf, that houſe cannot 
. 222 
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N Study 1 0 ate: the good ae of a 
ſtanding army They are remarkable for expertneſs 
in military diſcipline, and promptneſs in obeying the 
1 word of command. This you may the more cheer- 

fully do, as the regulations are of your own forming. 
Study to keep both your perſons and arms in decent 
| and Pager order. 


EY” Avcid the bad qualities of a ſtanding army. 
It was a prcverb among the ancients, © LT hat they 
f <« had little religion who followed a camp.” And the 
obſervation holds good, too frequently in every age. 
|. You look upon yourſelves, as a degree above com- 
| mon ſoldiers, and certainly you are, as you freely do 
thoſe things, tor which they are paid. Oh then, a- 
void the vices too common in ſtanding armies, which 
at preſent, I can only name, viz. Irreligion, ſabbath- 
— +, wearing, drunkenneſs, and uncleanneſs, 


F. &c. 


N 


3 


„ 


* Mark lii. 4 25. 


| + It is a fin that is to be lamented, that, in our capital, mi- 
litary parade is by many preferred to the public ordinances; and 


that too many live as if — did not believe the morality of the 
ſabbath. 3 


(/ 47 ) 
&c. for ſuch as. theſe the wrath. of God has been re: 


vealed from heaven. Study to keep conſciences oy 


of. offence towards God, and towards men, And 
ſhould there ever be a neceſlity for you to appear in 
the field of battle, if we cannot all attend you in 


perſon, we will pour out our prayers for your ſucy 
ceis : And then will be the time, more. remarkable to 
put in practice the words of our, text, Be of good 
<« courage, and let us play the men for our people, 
<« and for the cities of our God, and the l do 
80 chat nee ren nn 2952} 0513 190065 


S319 151 ; 44411 15 . 0 
ſabbath. Such national ſins as theſe may provoke the Lord to 
inflit national judgments ; and the ſabbath breaking, drunken 
neſs, and-profanity 100, too general among our armed wh 


tions, ſnould be LM e with e ol namen 


11444070 44144 91. * + 
> 4 : 
- © 1 . - fo ge „*. 7 — 
4312 C 5 11241 11441 
* 
*. , : - 
iS) F-? 
_ — - q 
.. 
- 
Py! f Tha . 
A 4d . * 4 Or * 
l SEA 
/ « „ 
4 75 2 
[4 oo * g 4 
i e Y — 
15 70 
v N F 7 
* * = / 
Jn 1 9 
* 
89 — 


te 
o * 7 * * > 
* ” mw 
4 , « 4 ? 
& 
i * 
* * * 2 
N , 
— we | 
1 
1 %* 
R 5 
* * 
, 
4 _ 
} * 
＋ 8 
* 
— 
CY 
. 9 " 
* 
* 
# # 
i 
- 
% 
- 
— 
oy 
% [1 
%. 
- $ 
0 
— 
0 
* 
* 
* 
* 
WE hy - 
* 
F * f 
- oo 
: * 
* * 
* 4 
* 
j 
* - 
. wy ” — 
1 * 
2 
r —»— —— — 
— — Rae — 
25 48 
— _ 4 * ** — 
— — — P 2 — — — — 


